CHAPTER   FOUR

ON HIS first night at Mrs. Hornabrook's, Theo Chrystal sat
up late, reading his Greek Testament. He looked such a
young Greek himself, with his blue eyes and pale chiselled
face, that it would not have been inappropriate had he been
reading from a parchment instead of from these printed
pages that were a gift from Lady Pinson on his leaving
Sussex. Theo's profile, captured by an excellent photo-
grapher, filled a silver frame that stood on the grand piano
in Lady Pinson's drawing-room. It was in this drawing-
room that Theo had given her her Greek lessons, and always,
when the lessons were ended, there was tea, and then she
would play to him. Theo had little ear for music and no
great liking for it, but he understood the importance of Lady
Pinson, whose brother was Bishop of Chanctonbury; and
so he would sit with his head well back in the easy chair,
his eyes closed, his delicate finger-tips touching, and a
simulated rapture lighting his face. Hard work might get
a man on in the Church, but he was aware that the Lady
Pinsons of this earth were not without their weight.

She was thirty, and a childless widow, and very rich.
She was an amateur of the arts, and a blue-stocking, with
an intelligent but haphazard face. She dressed beautifully,
and sometimes Theo wondered if she were in love with him.
She was. He would have been shocked had he known of the
horror and humiliation crowded into the two years of
marriage that preceded her inheritance of Cotter's Court
and the wealth of Sir Brian Pinson, seventh baronet. Look-
ing under long lashes that veiled the eyes which were her
most attractive feature at Theo's head lying back in the
chair, she romantically compared this sleeping angel with
the too wideawake satyr whose remembered embraces could
still cause her to shudder. She would never marry again:
she was sure of that: but it was delightful to have someone
so young and beautiful about the place, engaged in so
charming and harmless an occupation as the teaching of
Greek. Brian had been twenty-five years her senior, and a